
Special education 2011

Intensified or special support was received by 11.4 per cent
of comprehensive school pupils
Intensified support was received by 3.3 per cent and special support by 8.1 per cent of
comprehensive school pupils in autumn 2011. One year earlier the share of pupils receiving
special support was 8.5 per cent. The intensified support required by new legislation was organised
for the first time in 2011. The receivers of intensified support most commonly received part-time
special education and the receivers of special support special needs assistance and/or
interpretation services. These data derive from Statistics Finland’s education statistics.

Share of comprehensive school pupils having received intensified
or special support among all comprehensive school pupils 1995-2011,
%

1) Pupils accepted or transferred to special education during 1995 to 2010 have been regarded as equal to pupils having received
special support.

Seventy-seven per cent of the pupils who received intensified support received part-time special education,
55 per cent received remedial teaching and 40 per cent special needs assistance and/or interpretation
services. Thirty-four per cent of the pupils who received special support received part-time special education,
30 per cent received remedial teaching and 47 per cent special needs assistance and/or interpretation
services.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 12.6.2012
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Among the recipients of intensified support, 65 per cent were boys and 35 per cent girls. Among the
recipients of special support, 69 per cent were boys and 31 per cent girls. Twenty-six per cent of the pupils
receiving special support had extended duration of compulsory education.

The share of recipients of intensified support among all pupils was highest in Ostrobothnia at over 5 per
cent. On Mainland Finland their share was lowest in Central Ostrobothnia at 2 per cent. No intensified
support was organised in Åland. The share of recipients of special support was highest in the region of
Päijät-Häme, where it was nearly 11 per cent. On Mainland Finland, the ratio of recipients of special
support to the total number of pupils was lowest in North Ostrbothnia at under 6 per cent. In Åland, 4 per
cent of pupils had received special support.

Twenty-one per cent of the recipients of special support had been fully integrated into general education
groups and 18 per cent received more than half (51-99%) of their teaching in a general education group.
The remaining 61 per cent of the pupils with special support received at least half of their teaching in a
special group. Of this, the share of recipients of all teaching in a special group was 42 per cent.

Forty-four per cent of the pupils having received special support on grades 1 to 9 and during additional
education of the comprehensive school studied general education syllabuses in all subjects. Fourteen per
cent of the pupils had individualised syllabuses for one subject, 12 per cent for two to three subjects and
25 per cent for four or more subjects. Five per cent of the pupils receiving special support studied according
to functional skill areas. The teaching can be arranged according to functional skill areas if it cannot be
arranged by subject syllabuses due to the pupil's severe disability or illness.

In the academic year preceding the aforementioned data, i.e. 2010/2011, altogether 21.7 per cent of
comprehensive school pupils, or 118,400 pupils, received part-time special education. With some of them
the part-time special education was included in special support. The share of comprehensive school pupils
having attended part-time special education diminished by 1.6 percentage points from the previous academic
year. Expressed in numbers the reduction from the previous academic year was 10,200 pupils.

Share of comprehensive school pupils having received part-time
special education among all comprehensive school pupils in
academic years 2001/2002 to 2010/2011

During 2010, a total of 19,300 students in vocational education leading to a qualification received special
education. The number was 1,100 higher than in the year before. The share of special education students
was 6.9 per cent among all students and 13.8 per cent among students attending vocational education
aimed at young persons (curriculum-based basic vocational education provided by educational institutions).
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The share of men among the students of special vocational education was 59 per cent. Thirteen per cent
of the special education students attended special vocational education institutions and 10 per cent studied
in special groups of other institutions providing vocational education. The share of students who studied
in same groups as other students (were integrated) was 77 per cent. Nearly one-half of the special vocational
education students studied in the field of technology and transport.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Comprehensive school pupils having received intensified or special support,
2011

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Pupils having received
intensified or special support

Pupils having received special
support

Pupils having received
intensified support

Grades / sex

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

Total

12 63910,61 3358,71 0951,9240
Pre-primary
education

347 24510,536 6387,024 3433,512 295Grades 1-6

180 71513,123 69110,218 3672,95 324Grades 7-9

1 33228,037320,72767,397
Additional
education

541 93111,462 0378,144 0813,317 956Total
277 89615,242 22611,030 6234,211 603Boys

264 0357,519 8115,113 4582,46 353Girls

Appendix table 2. Part-time special education, remedial teaching, and special needs assistance
and interpretation services received by comprehensive school pupils having received intensified
or special support, 2011 1)

Share of pupils
having received
intensified or
special support,
%

Pupils having
received
intensified or
special support

Share of pupils
having
received
special
support, %

Pupils having
received
special
support

Share of pupils
having received
intensified
support, %

Pupils having
received
intensified
support

Pupil's support
containing

46,628 93134,115 01877,513 913
Part-time special
education

37,123 03329,713 11355,29 920Remedial teaching

45,127 97447,320 85339,77 121

Special needs
assistance and/or
interpretation services

The intensified or special support received by a pupil may comprise several forms of support, for example, both part-time special
education, and special needs assistance and/or interpretation services.

1)

Apprendix table 3. Comprehensive school puplis having received special support by duration of
compulsory education, 2011

Total, %TotalAdditional educationGrades 7–9Grades 1-6Pre-primary
education

Duration of compulsory education

74,432 80614115 34117 27648
No extended duration for compulsory
education

25,611 2751353 0267 0671 047Extended duration of compulsory education

100,044 08127618 36724 3431 095Total
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Appendix table 4. Comprehensive school pupils having received special support by place of
provision of teaching, 2011

Total, %TotalAdditional
education

Grades 7–9Grades 1–6Pre-primary
education

Place of provision of teaching

21,19 317513 4505 613203Teaching fully in a general education group

18,07 933134 6093 2585351-99% of teaching in a general education group

8,73 82731 8451 9532621-50% of teaching in a general education group

10,74 70161 8932 751511-20% of teaching in a general education group

28,212 440554 2417 651493
Teaching fully in a special group, other than
special school

13,35 8631482 3293 117269Teaching fully in a special group, special school

100,044 08127618 36724 3431 095Total

Appendix table 5. Pupils having received special support on grades 1-9 and during additional
education of comprehensive school by subject syllabus, 2011

Total, %TotalAdditional
education

Grades 7–9Grades 1–6Subject syllabuses/studying according to functional areas

44,118 951716 05012 830All subject syllabuses are general education syllabuses

14,06 011223 5262 463Individualised syllabus for one subject

12,35 291122 8332 446Individualised syllabus for 2-3 subjects

24,810 6521115 2925 249Individualised syllabus for at least four subjects

4,82 081606661 355Pupil studies according to functional areas

100,042 98627618 36724 343Total
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Appendix table 6. Comprehensive school pupils having received special support, 1995-20111)

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

In other
comprehensive
school

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

In special schoolYear

588 1622,917 0131,06 1421,810 8711995

589 1283,017 8781,16 6081,911 2701996

592 3753,420 0001,48 0992,011 9011997

591 6793,721 8261,79 8242,012 0021998

591 2724,124 3652,112 4812,011 8841999

593 4514,626 9742,615 2042,011 7702000

595 7275,230 8323,319 8461,910 9862001

597 3565,734 0173,923 1681,810 8492002

597 4146,236 8394,426 3781,810 4612003

593 1486,739 7985,029 7551,710 0432004

586 3817,342 7785,633 1151,69 6632005

578 9187,744 6996,236 0421,58 6572006

570 6898,146 0856,637 9161,48 1692007

561 0618,447 2577,039 4501,47 8072008

553 3298,547 1687,240 0791,37 0892009

546 4238,546 7107,339 9941,26 7162010

541 9318,144 0817,038 0351,16 0462011

Pupils accepted or transferred to special education during 1995 to 2010 have been regarded as equal to pupils having received
special support.

1)

Appendix table 7. Comprehensive school pupils having received part-time special education from
academic year 2001/2002 to academic year 2010/20111)

Number of comprehensive
school pupils in autumn term

GirlsBoysShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalAcademic year

Share of girls in
comprehensive
schools, %

TotalShare of boys
in
comprehensive
schools, %

Total

595 72714,542 12525,477 42220,1119 5472001–2002

597 35615,645 56525,778 57220,8124 1372002–2003

597 41416,147 03426,079 35621,2126 3902003–2004

593 14817,149 40726,580 54121,9129 9482004–2005

586 38117,349 69126,278 60021,9128 2912005–2006

578 91817,850 25326,578 38822,2128 6412006–2007

570 68917,949 70526,276 58322,1126 2882007–2008

561 06118,550 72926,977 16022,8127 8892008–2009

553 32919,051 17227,377 48523,3128 6572009–2010

546 42318,047 96925,170 45821,7118 4272010–2011

A pupil may receive part-time special education also while receiving intensified or special support.1)
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Appendix table 8. Students of special vocational education by place of provision of teaching,
2004-2010

Number of 
students in 
vocational 
education

Share of students 
in vocational 
education, %

Total1)In other 
educational institution 
providing vocational education

In special 
vocational 
institution

Year

In a general 
education group2)

In a special 
group

230 8235,412 4518 4011 5572 4932004

243 3985,713 9459 6181 8632 4642005

256 8725,814 91610 7621 6932 4612006

266 4795,815 45811 2791 7182 4612007

275 4986,016 46212 4601 6052 3972008

281 5726,518 26114 0661 6592 5362009

279 8636,919 31314 9441 8722 4972010

In 2010, 18,483 special education students studied in curriculum-based education provided by educational institutions, 622 in
education preparing for a skills examination and 208 in apprenticeship training.

1)

Includes curriculum-based vocational education provided by educational institutions organised in a general education group,
education preparing for a skills examination organised elsewhere than in special vocational education institutions, and all
apprenticeship training.

2)
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