
Special education 2019

One in five comprehensive school pupils received intensified
or special support
Intensified or special support was received by 20.1 per cent of comprehensive school pupils in
autumn 2019. Intensified support was received by 65,200, or 11.6 per cent of comprehensive
school pupils and special support by 48,200, or 8.5 per cent of comprehensive school pupils.
The share of pupils in intensified support grew from the previous year by 0.9 percentage points
and in special support by 0.4 percentage points. These data derive from Statistics Finland’s
education statistics.

Share of comprehensive school pupils having received intensified
or special support among all comprehensive school pupils
1995–2019, % 1)

1) Pupils accepted or transferred to special education before 2011 have been regarded as equal to pupils having received special
support.

Among the recipients of intensified support, 66 per cent were boys and 37 per cent girls. Among the
recipients of special support, 71 per cent were boys and 29 per cent girls. In autumn 2019, a total of 564,100
comprehensive school pupils were in pre-primary, basic and post-basic education of the comprehensive
school, 51 per cent of whom were boys and 49 per cent girls.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 05.06.2020
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The three levels of the support system for learning and schooling are general, intensified and special
support. Of these, a pupil can receive only one level of support at a time. The statistics on special education
in comprehensive schools contain data primarily on intensified and special support. In addition, the statistics
include information on part-time special education arranged as general support.

The database tables connected to the statistics on special education and the database tables related to
statistics on pre-primary and comprehensive education allow examination of support received by pupils
by area and place of implementation of teaching, for example. Data on special education in vocational
education are collected at the end of the text section of this release and in Appendix table 10.

Fewer students than before in a special education group
Among the recipients of special support, 6.9 per cent received all education in special education groups
in special schools in autumn 2019. The share of those receiving all education in a special education group
in a special school has fallen yearly; its share was 6.4 percentage points lower in 2019 than in 2011. The
share of those receiving all education in other than a special education group in a special school has
remained in 2019 on level with the previous year, at 27 per cent.

Among the recipients of special support, 34 per cent received all education in a special education group
and 23 per cent received all education in a general education group in 2019. The remaining 44 per cent
received part of the education in a general education group and part in a special education group.

Comprehensive school pupils having received special support by place of provision of teaching,
2011–2019, %

201920182017201620152014201320122011Place of provision of teaching

22,521,320,719,718,919,118,719,421,1Teaching fully in a general education group

20,520,218,419,119,418,318,718,918,051-99% of teaching in a general education group

9,89,810,310,29,410,49,09,28,721-50% of teaching in a general education group

13,413,313,213,112,512,111,611,710,71-20% of teaching in a general education group

26,926,927,928,328,727,829,228,128,2Teaching fully in a special group, other than special school

6,98,69,59,611,012,212,812,613,3Teaching fully in a special group, special school

100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0100,0Total

Of the pupils receiving special support, 21.5 per cent had extended duration of compulsory education. The
shares of extended compulsory education have decreased in recent years; the share was 27.5 per cent in
2013, in 2016 it was 25.6 per cent, and 22.8 per cent in 2018.

More and more had general education syllabus in all subjects
Fifty-seven per cent of the pupils having received special support in basic and post-basic education of the
comprehensive school studied general education syllabuses in all subjects in autumn 2019. The share of
those studying according to the general syllabus has grown yearly; the share was 44 per cent in 2011, it
was 49 per cent in 2015 and 55 per cent in 2018.

Eleven per cent of the pupils having received special support in 2019 had individualised syllabuses for
one subject, 12 per cent for two to three subjects, and 16 per cent for four or more subjects. Four per cent
of the pupils receiving special support studied according to functional skill areas. The teaching can be
arranged according to functional skill areas if it cannot be arranged by subject syllabuses due to the pupil's
severe disability or illness.
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Differences in support forms
Seventy-three per cent of the pupils who received intensified support in autumn 2019 received part-time
special education, 54 per cent remedial teaching, and 38 per cent special needs assistance and/or
interpretation services. Forty-one per cent of the pupils who received special support received part-time
special education, 36 per cent received remedial teaching, and 59 per cent special needs assistance and/or
interpretation services.

Twenty-two per cent of comprehensive school pupils received part-time
special education
In the school year 2018 to 2019, altogether 124,700 comprehensive school pupils received part-time special
education, which was 22 per cent of comprehensive school pupils in autumn 2018. The share was 0.2
percentage points higher than in the previous school year.

Share of comprehensive school pupils having received part-time
special education among all comprehensive school pupils in
academic years 2002/2003 to 2018/2019, %

In autumn 2018, part-time special education was included in intensified support for 44,100 pupils and in
special support for 18,500 pupils. By subtracting, we can conclude that around 62,100, or 50 per cent, of
the 124,700 pupils having received part-time special education in the school year 2018 to 2019 received
part-time special education as general support.

At least 30 per cent of comprehensive school pupils received some support
for learning
According to the available statistics, at least 29.8 per cent of comprehensive school pupils in autumn 2018
received some kind of support in the school year 2018 to 2019. The share was 0.6 percentage points cent
higher than in the previous year and 1.2 percentage points cent higher than two years earlier.

A total of 167,242 students received intensified support, special support or part-time special education as
general support in the school year 2018 to 2019. In addition to part-time special education, general support
could also be given in some other form, but these other general support forms are not included in Statistics
Finland’s statistics on special education.
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Bigger share than before receive support in all regions
In 2019, intensified support was arranged for more pupils than in the year before in all regions. The
development has been similar in all Mainland Finland regions since 2011, when the three-step support
system was introduced. The share of pupils having received intensified support was highest Åland and
lowest in Kainuu. The share of pupils having received intensified support in all pupils was 10 to 14 per
cent in different regions.

The share of pupils having received special support in all comprehensive school pupils varied between 4
and 13 per cent by region. The share of pupils having received special support inMainland Finland regions
was lowest in Central and North Ostrobothnia and highest in Kymenlaakso. In Åland, the share of pupils
receiving special support was four per cent.

Of the Mainland Finland regions, the combined share of those receiving intensified support was biggest
in Kymenlaakso, where 26 per cent of comprehensive school pupils received intensified or special support.
The combined share of those receiving support was lowest in North Ostrobothnia, 16 per cent.

Number of special education students in vocational education 23,500
After the amendment to the legislation concerning vocational education, the data from 2018 onwards are
no longer comparable with data for earlier years due to break in time series. Further information in the
Quality description (in Finnish only).

During 2018, a total of 23,500 students in vocational education leading to a qualification received special
education. The share of special education students in vocational education leading to a qualification was
10.2 per cent.

In 2018, the number of vocational education students in curriculum-based vocational education provided
by educational institutions was 172,300, of which 13 per cent received special teaching. Fourteen per cent
of male students and 12 per cent of female students were special education students. In all, 55 per cent of
special education students were men.

The majority of special education students (84%) in curriculum-based vocational education provided by
educational institutions were studying in vocational education institutions. Fourteen per cent of special
education students attended special vocational education institutions and two per cent other educational
institutions providing vocational education.

Eighty-three per cent of special education students in vocational education were studying in the same
group (integrated) with other students.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Comprehensive school pupils having received intensified or special support,
2019

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Pupils having received
intensified or special support

Pupils having received
special support

Pupils having received
intensified support

Grades / sex

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

Total

9 44511,41 0748,58002,9274
Pre-primary
education

371 10219,572 3807,929 19411,643 186Grades 1-6

183 06321,839 8619,918 14011,921 721Grades 7-9

49024,512012,96311,657
Additional
education

564 10020,1113 4358,548 19711,665 238Total
288 92426,175 40111,834 02514,341 376Boys

275 17613,838 0345,214 1728,723 862Girls

Appendix table 2. Part-time special education, remedial teaching, and special needs assistance
and interpretation services received by comprehensive school pupils having received intensified
or special support, 20191)

Share of pupils
having received
intensified or
special support,
%

Pupils having
received
intensified or
special support

Share of pupils
having
received
special
support, %

Pupils having
received
special
support

Share of pupils
having
received
intensified
support, %

Pupils having
received
intensified
support

Pupil's support
containing

59,567 52941,019 75073,247 779
Part-time special
education

46,252 43135,817 25453,935 177Remedial teaching

46,752 95458,528 21737,924 737

Special needs
assistance and/or
interpretation services

29,233 11030,614 76128,118 349

Other forms of support
than those mentioned
above

The intensified or special support received by a pupil may comprise several forms of support, for example, both part-time special
education, and special needs assistance and/or interpretation services.

1)

Apprendix table 3. Comprehensive school puplis having received intensified support 2011–2019

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalAdditional
education

Grades 7–9Grades 3-6Grades 1-2Pre-primary
education

Year

541 9313,317 956975 3248 4543 8412402011

539 5455,127 408167 85413 6115 7082192012

540 4776,535 0334610 53817 0847 1721932013

542 9327,540 5063512 71119 5927 9811872014

546 0658,445 8584714 66722 2388 7181882015

550 2369,049 4423715 79324 3879 0012242016

556 7429,754 2804617 82626 18210 0012252017

560 50310,659 6755619 46328 70711 1752742018

564 10011,665 2385721 72131 09912 0872742019
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Apprendix table 4. Comprehensive school pupils having received special support by duration of
compulsory education, 2019

Total, %TotalAdditional
education

Grades
7–9

Grades
1-6

Pre-primary
education

Duration of compulsory education

78,537 8302915 26122 45189No extended duration for compulsory education

21,510 367342 8796 743711Extended duration of compulsory education

100,048 1976318 14029 194800Total

Appendix table 5. Comprehensive school pupils having received special support by place of
provision of teaching, 2019

Total, %TotalAdditional
education

Grades
7–9

Grades
1–6

Pre-primary
education

Place of provision of teaching

22,510 85683 4087 119321Teaching fully in a general education group

20,59 86414 7065 0797851-99% of teaching in a general education group

9,84 72012 1252 5791521-50% of teaching in a general education group

13,46 47212 3644 062451-20% of teaching in a general education group

26,912 981104 0678 625279Teaching fully in a special group, other than special school

6,93 304421 4701 73062Teaching fully in a special group, special school

100,048 1976318 14029 194800Total

Appendix table 6. Pupils having received special support on grades 1-9 and during additional
education of comprehensive school by subject syllabus, 2019

Total, %TotalAdditional
education

Grades
7–9

Grades
1–6

Subject syllabuses/studying according to functional areas

56,626 818257 78319 010All subject syllabuses are general education syllabuses

11,25 28622 8322 452Individualised syllabus for one subject

12,05 68222 6653 015Individualised syllabus for 2-3 subjects

15,87 510124 1593 339Individualised syllabus for at least four subjects

4,42 101227011 378Pupil studies according to functional areas

100,047 3976318 14029 194Total
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Appendix table 7. Comprehensive school pupils having received special support, 1995–20191)

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

In other
comprehensive
school

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

In special schoolYear

588 1622,917 0131,06 1421,810 8711995

589 1283,017 8781,16 6081,911 2701996

592 3753,420 0001,48 0992,011 9011997

591 6793,721 8261,79 8242,012 0021998

591 2724,124 3652,112 4812,011 8841999

593 4514,526 9742,615 2042,011 7702000

595 7275,230 8323,319 8461,810 9862001

597 3565,734 0173,923 1681,810 8492002

597 4146,236 8394,426 3781,810 4612003

593 1486,739 7985,029 7551,710 0432004

586 3817,342 7785,633 1151,69 6632005

578 9187,744 6996,236 0421,58 6572006

570 6898,146 0856,637 9161,48 1692007

561 0618,447 2577,039 4501,47 8072008

553 3298,547 1687,240 0791,37 0892009

546 4238,546 7107,339 9941,26 7162010

541 9318,144 0817,038 0351,16 0462011

539 5457,641 0166,635 6031,05 4132012

540 4777,339 6346,334 2851,05 3492013

542 9327,339 4206,334 3500,95 0702014

546 0657,340 0076,535 4000,84 6072015

550 2367,541 0376,736 7880,84 2492016

556 7427,743 1247,038 8660,84 2582017

560 5038,145 4327,441 3170,74 1152018

564 1008,548 1977,944 7230,63 4742019

Pupils accepted or transferred to special education during 1995 to 2010 have been regarded as equal to pupils having received
special support.

1)
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Appendix table 8. Comprehensive school pupils having received part-time special education from
academic year 2001/2002 to academic year 2018/2019

Number of  
comprehensive  
school pupils in  
autumn term

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalGirlsBoysAcademic year

Share of girls in
comprehensive
schools, %

TotalShare of boys
in
comprehensive
schools, %

Total

   595 72720,1  119 54714,5   42 12525,4   77 4222001–2002

597 35620,8124 13715,645 56525,778 5722002–2003

597 41421,2126 39016,147 03426,079 3562003–2004

593 14821,9129 94817,149 40726,580 5412004–2005

586 38121,9128 29117,349 69126,278 6002005–2006

578 91822,2128 64117,850 25326,578 3882006–2007

570 68922,1126 28817,949 70526,276 5832007–2008

561 06122,8127 88918,550 72926,977 1602008–2009

553 32923,3128 65719,051 17227,377 4852009–2010

546 42321,7118 42718,047 96925,170 4582010–2011

541 93121,5116 26718,147 74324,768 5242011–2012

539 54522,3120 20118,849 48825,670 7132012–2013

540 47722,7122 89119,250 48726,172 4042013–2014

542 93222,7123 08619,150 47426,172 6122014–2015

546 06522,4122 24019,050 68825,671 5522015–2016

550 23621,8120 12818,449 37025,170 7582016–2017

556 74222,1122 82718,850 95125,271 8762017–2018

560 50322,3124 73018,151 99426,672 7362018–2019
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Appendix table 9. Comprehensive school pupils having received intensified or special support by
region in 2019

Number of
pupils in
comprehensive
school

Pupils having received
intensified or special support

Pupils having received
special support

Pupils having received
intensified support

Region

Share of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

TotalShare of pupils
in
comprehensive
school, %

Total

564 10020,1113 4358,548 19711,665 238Whole country
170 41921,035 7509,816 67211,219 078Uusimaa

45 38222,810 33610,94 94611,95 390Varsinais-Suomi

21 12821,74 58310,12 13311,62 450Satakunta

17 53619,93 4947,71 35112,22 143Kanta-Häme

53 62218,69 9536,63 54911,96 404Pirkanmaa

19 42922,74 4029,81 89512,92 507Päijät-Häme

15 61326,24 09013,12 04613,12 044Kymenlaakso

11 52822,82 6349,61 10913,21 525South Karelia

12 30920,32 5029,21 12711,21 375Etelä-Savo

23 49719,74 6347,51 75312,32 881Pohjois-Savo

14 61021,93 2018,51 24313,41 958North Karelia

28 79419,25 5307,42 13911,83 391Central Finland

21 07718,23 8357,4155910,82 276
South
Ostrobothnia

20 15018,33 6866,7134311,62 343Ostrobothnia

8 26816,51 3655,646110,9 904
Central
Ostrobothnia

53 61016,38 7215,63 00010,75 721
North
Ostrobothnia

6 71417,91 1998,15439,8656Kainuu

17 42017,12 9716,9119510,21 776Lapland

2 99418,35494,413313,9416Åland
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Appendix table 10. Students of special vocational education by place of provision of teaching,
2004–2018

Number of 
students invocational 
education4)

Share of students 
in vocational 
education, %

Total1)In other 
educational institution 
providing vocational education

In special 
vocational 
institution

Year

In a general 
education group2)

In a special 
group

230 8235,4    12 4518 4011 5572 4932004

243 3985,713 9459 6181 8632 4642005

256 8725,814 91610 7621 6932 4612006

266 4795,815 45811 2791 7182 4612007

275 4986,016 46212 4601 6052 3972008

281 5726,518 26114 0661 6592 5362009

279 8636,919 31314 9441 8722 4972010

279 2667,220 06315 6791 8052 5792011

276 4717,721 17616 7781 7202 6782012

277 1847,921 77417 4141 4872 8732013

280 8268,423 64619 6121 2582 7762014

282 3388,624 34520 1001 0493 1962015

286 9438,925 44521 3997623 2842016

286 6918,925 61821 7116903 2172017

NB3)

229 72410,223 52419 7065353 2832018

In 2018, a total of 22,989 special education students studied in curriculum-based vocational education provided by educational
institutions and 535 in apprenticeship training.

1)

Includes curriculum-based vocational education provided by educational institutions organised in a general education group,
education preparing for a skills examination organised elsewhere than in special vocational education institutions, and all
apprenticeship training. In 2018, includes curriculum-based vocational education provided by educational institutions in a general
education group and all apprenticeship training.

2)

The data on 2018 are not comparable with data from previous years.3)

The data on 2004 to 2017 are mutually comparable. The data on 2018 are not comparable with data from previous years. The
data on 2013 to 2017 differ from those presented in Statistics Finland's statistics on vocational education, the statistics on students
and qualifications of educational institutions and possibly elsewhere on the number of students in vocational education because
the data in this table have been made comparable with each other. The data were made comparable due to changes in the school
system.

4)
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