
Progress of studies 2013

Polytechnic education was completed faster
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics for the year 2013, 80 per cent of upper
secondary general school students completed a qualification in at most three-and a-half years.
Sixty-five per cent of students attending vocational education aimed at young people passed
their qualifications within the same time. Forty-four per cent of students attending polytechnic
education aimed at young people completed education in four-and-a-half years. A lower or higher
university degree in university education was completed by 51 per cent of students in
five-and-a-half years.

Pass rates by sector of education in 2013 and 2012

Difference between
pass rates in
2013–2012

Pass rate 2012
(%)

Pass rate 2013
(%)

Duration of
studies (years)

Sector of education

0,179,579,63,5
Upper secondary general education aimed
at young people

0,864,365,13,5Vocational education aimed at young people

1,043,344,34,5Polytechnic education (youth education)

1,649,451,05,5
University education (lower and higher
university degrees)

Pass rates for polytechnic education in different reference periods
by the end of 2013

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 19.3.2015
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The share of passers of the polytechnic degree in those having started polytechnic education aimed at
young people, that is, the pass rate of education, grows the longer time has passed from the start of
education. Forty-four per cent of students completed their education in four-and-a-half years or faster.
Education was completed in at most seven-and-a-half years by 66 per cent and in twelve-and-a-half years
by 73 per cent of polytechnic students.

Pass rates of polytechnic education for young people in 2013 and 2012 by gender for those having
studied for 4.5 to 5.5 years

Difference between pass
rates in 2013–2012

Pass rate 2012 (%)Pass rate 2013 (%)GenderDuration of studies
(years)

Sector of education

1,428,029,4Men4,5Polytechnic
education (youth
education)

1,355,857,1Women

3,543,146,6Men5,5

1,467,068,4Women

Female students in polytechnic education completed their polytechnic degrees more often than men did.
Twenty-nine per cent of men and 57 per cent of women passed their polytechnic degree in at most
four-and-a-half years, and the difference between the pass rates was 28 percentage points. Fifty-four per
cent of men and 72 per cent of women completed education in seven-and-a-half years, that is, the difference
between the pass rates was 18 percentage points.

Compared to the situation in 2012, polytechnic degrees were completed in 2013 more often in
four-and-a-half years or in five-and-a-half years. The share of those completing their qualification in
four-and-a-half years grew for men by 1.4 percentage points and for women by 1.3 percentage points.

One-half of new students in university education completed their degrees
in at most five-and-a-half years
Fifty-one per cent of university students completed a higher or lower university degree in at most
five-and-a-half years. The older the cohort of new students is examined, the higher the pass rate became:
69 per cent of students completed a higher or lower university degree in at most seven-and-a-half years
and as many as 78 per cent of those having studied for 12.5 years had passed a higher or lower university
degree.

Pass rates for university education in different reference periods by
the end of 2013 (lower and higher university degrees)
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As in polytechnic education, there were large differences between sexes in completing university education.
Fourty per cent of male students and 59 per cent of female students had completed a higher or lower
university degree in five-and-a-half years. The difference between men's and women's pass rates was 19
percentage points.

A higher or lower university degree had been completed in at most seven-and-a-half years by 60 per cent
of male students and by 76 per cent of female students, and the difference between the pass rates was thus
16 percentage points. Sixty-nine per cent of male students had completed a higher or lower degree in 12.5
years. For women, the corresponding proportion was 84 per cent, while the difference between the pass
rates of sexes was 15 percentage points.

Pass rates of university education in 2013 and 2012 by gender for those having studied for 5.5 to
6.5 years (lower and higher university degrees)

Difference between pass
rates in 2013–2012

Pass rate 2012 (%)Pass rate 2013 (%)GenderDuration of studies
(years)

Sector of education

3,336,940,2Men5,5University education
(lower and higher
university degrees)

0,758,659,3Women

-0,249,649,4Men6,5

0,268,869,0Women

Changes in the pass rates for university education were small between the data for 2012 and for 2013.
Only the pass percentage for male students having completed education in at most five-and-a-half years
changed by over one percentage point, having grown by around three percentage points.

Women completed upper secondary general school more often than men
in four years
According to the data for 2013, upper secondary general education was completed typically in 3.5 to 4.5
years: Eighty per cent of new students in upper secondary general schools completed the upper secondary
general school syllabus in at most three-and-a-half years and 88 per cent in at most four-and-a-half years.
When the duration of studies was more than four-and-a-half years, the number of completers of upper
secondary general education in relation to the number of those starting education settled between 88 and
89 per cent.

Pass rates for upper secondary general education aimed at young
people in different reference periods by the end of 2013
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Men studying in upper secondary general school passed their qualifications slower than women studying
there did. Seventy-nine per cent of men completed their upper secondary general school qualification in
three-and-a-half years, while for women, the corresponding figure was 80 per cent.

Pass rates of upper secondary general education aimed at young people in 2013 and 2012 by
gender for those having studied for 3.5 to 4.5 years

Difference between pass
rates in 2013–2012

Pass rate 2012 (%)Pass rate 2013 (%)GenderDuration of studies
(years)

Sector of education

0,078,778,7Men3,5Upper secondary
general education
aimed at young
people

0,180,180,2Women

-1,288,086,8Men4,5

0,188,888,9Women

Changes in the pass rates for upper secondary general schooö were small between the data for 2012 and
for 2013. Only the pass percentage for male students having completed education in at most four-and-a-half
years changed by over one percentage point, having reduced by around one percentage point.

Men completed vocational qualifications more often than women in
three-and-a-half or four-and-a-half years
The duration of qualifications completed in vocational education for young people varies more than that
of upper secondary general qualifications. Sixty-five per cent of vocational education students passed their
vocational qualifications in three-and-a-half years or faster. Seventy-two per cent of students completed
their education in at most four-and-a-half years.

The pass rate for vocational education grew yearly slightly even for those having studied the longest time:
76 per cent of those having started studies five-and-a-half years earlier and 77 per cent of those having
started nine-and-a-half year earlier had completed their qualifications by the end of 2013.

Pass rates for vocational education aimed at young people in
different reference periods by the end of 2013

The completion time for vocational education varied betweenmen and women. Sixty-five per cent of male
students passed a vocational qualification in three-and-a-half years and 72 per cent in four-and-a-half
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years. Of female students, 65 per cent completed a vocational qualification in three-and-a-half years and
72 per cent in four-and-a-half years.

Seventy-six per cent of male students passed a vocational qualification in five-and-a-half years Of female
students, 75 per cent completed a vocational qualification in five-and-a-half years.

Pass rates of vocational education aimed at young people in 2013 and 2012 by gender for those
having studied for 3.5 to 4.5 years

Difference between pass
rates in 2013–2012

Pass rate 2012 (%)Pass rate 2013 (%)GenderDuration of studies
(years)

Sector of education

0,365,065,3Men3,5Vocational education
aimed at young
people

1,363,564,8Women

-1,073,472,4Men4,5

-0,572,071,5Women

In particular women completed a qualification in vocational education more often than before in
three-and-a-half years instead of four-and-a-half years.

The database tables of these statistics contain information on the differences between the pass rates for
different fields of sectors of education (see Tables in databases). The database tables also include information
on those students who did not attain their qualification in the target time.

More information related to the progress of studies is available from statistics describing(Discontinuation
of education, Employment of students).
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Progress of new upper secondary school students (aimed at young people)
studies by end 2013

Female completers of
matriculation
examination

New female
students

Male completers of
matriculation
examination

New male
students

Completers of
matriculation
examination

New upper
secondary
school
students,
total

Year of
starting

%%%

90,619 76921 82686,413 71915 88388,833 48837 7092000

90,319 30321 37786,813 51915 58088,832 82236 9572001

89,918 32320 38887,513 39215 30788,831 71535 6952002

89,918 83720 95086,913 70615 76488,632 54336 7142003

90,218 50520 52387,113 49215 49788,831 99736 0202004

89,917 82319 82287,613 35215 24388,931 17535 0652005

89,518 02420 13587,613 02414 87288,731 04835 0072006

89,217 89920 07487,712 65614 43688,530 55534 5102007

89,517 91220 02388,613 08914 77089,131 00134 7932008

88,917 38419 55586,812 60114 50988,029 98534 0642009

80,215 42119 23378,711 39414 47279,626 81533 7052010

Appendix table 2. Progress of new students studies in vocational education (aimed at young people)
by end 2013

Female attainers of
vocational qualifications

New female
students

Male attainers of
vocational qualifications

New male
students

Attainers of vocational
qualifications

New students
in vocational
education,
total

Year of
starting

%%%

81,720 11024 61175,219 51825 94178,439 62850 5522000

81,319 01523 39276,018 95424 93878,637 96948 3302001

80,418 17822 59975,618 29824 21677,936 47646 8152002

79,517 43221 91674,717 99424 08477,035 42646 0002003

79,218 45723 30875,318 95625 17477,237 41348 4822004

78,418 22123 24975,518 72724 79276,936 94848 0412005

78,318 26023 30676,619 45725 39977,437 71748 7052006

77,117 99023 32276,419 04424 92576,837 03448 2472007

75,117 55523 37176,219 02424 96575,736 57948 3362008

71,517 55824 54072,418 90826 13172,036 46650 6712009

64,815 87224 48665,317 01426 04765,132 88650 5332010
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Appendix table 3. Progress of new polytechnic students studies by end 2013, youth education

Female attainers of
polytechnic degrees

New female
students

Male attainers of
polytechnic degrees

New male
students

Attainers of polytechnic
degrees

New
polytechnic
students,
total

Year of
starting

%%%

80,33 3894 22266,02 7334 13973,26 1228 3611995

81,111 62014 33364,47 43611 55573,619 05625 8881999

80,211 62914 49664,87 51711 59573,419 14626 0912000

80,611 83314 67763,77 35111 54673,219 18426 2232001

77,811 75515 11459,88 01413 41269,319 76928 5262002

76,411 79515 42958,77 83613 34768,219 63128 7762003

76,012 26816 14257,97 64213 19067,919 91029 3322004

75,311 97615 91257,47 54913 14167,219 52529 0532005

74,511 54115 48656,77 39213 04566,418 93328 5312006

72,611 09515 29253,76 99713 03763,918 09228 3292007

68,410 66615 59146,65 92212 71158,616 58828 3022008

57,18 71615 27329,43 86213 12744,312 57828 4002009

30,44 69915 4729,91 33813 55820,86 03729 0302010

Appendix table 4. Progress of new university students studies by end 2013, lower or higher
university degrees

Female attainers of
lower or higher
university degrees

New female
students

Male attainers of lower
or higher university
degrees

New male
students

Attainers of lower or
higher university
degrees

New
university
students,
total

Year of
starting

%%%

87,87 9489 05675,65 6877 52682,213 63516 5821995

86,19 08310 55371,56 0778 50179,615 16019 0541999

85,29 53211 19368,95 9228 59078,115 45419 7832000

84,39 96511 81768,86 3349 20177,516 29921 0182001

83,49 83011 78966,86 3159 45676,016 14521 2452002

82,39 60011 67166,76 0639 09275,415 66320 7632003

79,59 42211 85064,25 7598 97772,915 18120 8272004

79,19 31011 76562,55 6108 97971,914 92020 7442005

75,68 54111 30159,85 1948 68768,713 73519 9882006

69,07 72211 18749,44 0898 27460,711 81119 4612007

59,36 47410 91340,23 4118 48351,09 88519 3962008

47,55 28011 12027,22 4018 82038,57 68119 9402009

27,83 05910 98615,81 3838 78022,54 44219 7662010
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